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taxation. It is in such halcyon days that legisla-
tive experiments become possible, and Lord Curzon's
Government passed accordingly an Act for further
regulating the immigration of coolie labour from
India proper into Assam.

Authorities differ as to the necessity for the
protection of such labour, and the coolies themselves
show their appreciation of the treatment they re-
ceive at the hands of the planters by settling
wholesale in Assam, greatly to the advantage of
that backward province. The natives of India are
by no means sheep who are easily driven in any
direction, they know quite well what is good for
them, and as the planters, to whom the country
owes so much, desire to have free labour in Assam
such as already prevails in Ceylon, and have
recently made representations to this effect, it is
sincerely to be hoped that the coolies from other
parts of India will be allowed to emigrate freely
to Assam, and not be protected to their own dis-
advantage. Of this there is always a great danger
whenever machinery exists and waits to be brought
into use.

Seasons of scarcity were not wanting in Lord
Curzon's day, and the treatment of the affected
tracts and of the distressed people was successful
in a very high degree. Indeed the Famine Preven-
tion Code is now one of the most scientific and
practical administrative instruments ever inverted,